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36 Hickory Place 
Christchurch 
New Zealand       
Phone 03 3498022     www.HodgeRV.co.nz 
Technical info 021 599 998 
Fax 03 3498218 
 

 
Dear Self Containment Testing Officer, 
 

Re:  “RoadGlide” Fifth Wheels Supplied By Hodge RV Co Ltd 
 
This document outlines the specifications of the “RoadGlide” models applicable to the 
MCA Self Containment inspection.  Any further questions, please feel free to call Dean 
Hodge anytime on (021)599 998. 
 
 
  

·  Make of trailers is “RoadGlide”, followed by the model designation – ie “245RL”, 
“248RL”, “274RL”, “275RK”, or “290BH”. 

 
·  Factory has been visited by the head MCA self containment officer, Mr Bruce 

Stanger, and the installations detailed below were inspected. 
 

·   Further photographs of sample installation showing sub-floor and behind-panel 
plumbing can be emailed if required.  Telephone, or email hodge@ihug.co.nz 

 
Wastes 

 
·  Kitchen sink waste is 32mm with a formed s-trap below the sink.  Depending on 

model of trailer, the disharge pipe is 1100–1600mm long to the grey tank.   
 
·  Bathroom basin waste is a right angle caravan/motorhome waste, with a discharge 

internal diameter of 19mm.  The length of the 25mm waste pipe to the grey tank is 
900mm, including a formed s-trap of 150mm rise, located 700mm downstream from 
the waste. 

 
·  Shower waste is a NZ made “Aquaknight” waste, with integral water trap.  The 

discharge pipe diameter is 40mm, and is 500mm long from the trap to the grey tank.  
 

 
Toilet 
 

·  Toilet is a “Thetford Aqua Magic Mk5”.  It is a fixed toilet, with foot flush.  Water 
supply for the toilet comes from the main fresh water tank.  The toilet flush system is 
fitted with a backflow prevention device.  A waste pump is not fitted as the toilet 
bowl is a gravity discharge type.  The waste is 85mm thru the base of the toilet, 
passing immediately thru an 80mm diameter 22.5 degree bend, then directly into the 
black tank. 



Tanks 
 

·  All RoadGlides are fitted with a single fresh tank, of 280 litres capacity. The fresh 
tank can be found above the rear axle between the chassis rails.  The fresh tank is 
monitored, and has a filling pipe diameter of 32mm, with a 10mm diameter vent.  The 
vent is piped back to a small mesh covered port to the side of the filler, which is 
equipped with a cap.  The tank is of roto-moulded polyethylene, manufactured using 
our own moulds by “Dakins/RAL” plastics in Christchurch.  The water pickup fitting 
is threaded thru the top of the tank, and the pickup point is located 10mm off the 
bottom.  Support for the tank is by aluminium support brackets bolting directly to nut 
inserts moulded into the tank during manufacture. 

 
·  The black tank has a capacity of 210 litres, and is located at the forward end of the 

trailer next to the grey tank.  The black tank is made of black roto-moulded 
polyethylene, manufactured using our own moulds by “Dakins/RAL” plastics in 
Christchurch.  The tank is monitored.  Discharge is by way of a “Valterra” slide valve 
located on the right hand side of the trailer.  This release valve is 85mm in diameter.  
The vent for this tank is 15mm diameter on models made prior to March 2007 and 
32mm on models made after.  The vent is located on the roof.  The tank is shaped to 
force the contents to the evacuation point.  Support for the tank is by aluminium 
support brackets bolting directly to nut inserts moulded into the tank during 
manufacture. 
The evacuation hose is an 85mm diameter concertina type that extends to 5100mm in 
length.  It is housed inside the rear bumper.  The waste valve is fitted with a cap.  

 
·  The grey tank also has a capacity of 210 litres, and is located just rearward of the 

black tank.  The grey tank is made of grey roto-moulded polyethylene, manufactured 
using our own moulds by “Dakins/RAL” plastics in Christchurch.  The tank is 
monitored.  Discharge is by way of the “Valterra” slide valve located on the right 
hand side of the trailer that is part of the same assembly that includes the black tank 
evac valve.  The grey tank release valve is 45mm in diameter.  The vent for this tank 
is 15mm diameter on models made prior to March 2007 and 32mm on models made 
after.  The vent is located on the roof.  The tank is shaped to force the contents to the 
evacuation point.   
Support for the tank is by aluminium support brackets bolting directly to nut inserts 
moulded into the tank during manufacture. .   
The evacuation hose is an 85mm diameter concertina type that extends to 5100mm in 
length.  It is housed inside the rear bumper.  The waste valve is fitted with a cap.  

 
 

Other Requirements 
 

·  Refuse container is supplied by the customer 
·  Toilet chemical sufficient for the first use is supplied with the trailer, after that it is 

supplied by the customer. 
·  The Roadglide 245, 248, 274, 275 models are designed to accommodate 4 occupants.  

The Roadglide 290BH “Bunkhouse” model is designed to accommodate 5 occupants. 



Information not required but possibly useful? 
 

·  Fire extinguishers are fitted near the entrance door. 
·  Smoke detectors are fitted to the ceiling. 
·  The fresh water system utilises the “John Guest” range of “Speedfit” pex pipe 

fittings. 
·  No water fittings or joins of any type are located within walls or behind non-

removable panels. 
·  Access to bathroom sub-floor plumbing is by removing the vertical panel on the step 

up to the bathroom level and the covering aluminium step trim.  Removing this panel 
is not recommended unless absolutely necessary, and will require drills, screwdrivers, 
rivet gun and white power-coated countersunk rivets to re-install. 

·  Access to kitchen and fresh tank pickup plumbing is by removing the diamond plate 
shelf in the lower kitchen cupboard in the 245 and 248 models, and by removing the 
drawers and then the white fascia panel in the 274, 275, and 290 models.  Re-
installation will also require drills, screwdrivers, rivet gun and countersunk rivets. 

·  Hot water cylinder plumbing is accessed thru a panel located under the rear seat on 
the 245 and 248 models, and thru a removable panel in the base of the left-mid 
wardrobe in all other models.  No tools are required. 

·  All rigid plastic piping is white, and is supported off the floor by restraining clips. 
·  All flexible piping is food grade and braided.  Some of this flexible piping is clear to 

allow inspection for air bubbles etc, but is of an MCA approved UV safety marked 
type. 

·  The shower head is on the end of a coil that is long enough to allow the head to touch 
the bottom of the shower, however the shower tap assembly is fitted with a backflow 
preventer. 

·  The external shower is also fitted with a backflow preventer. 
·  The 2 sinks have the faucet outlets higher than the rim of the sink, and do not require 

backflow prevention. 
·  The hot water cylinder is a NZ/AUS standard approved model, and is fitted with a 

pressure release valve. 
·  The waste water capacity exceeds fresh water capacity by 50%, and all 3 tanks are 

monitored as well. 
·  The gas system utilises the “Alupex” range of high compression swaged fittings. 
·  There are shut-off valves before every gas appliance. 
·  Electrical WOF’s are issued in Christchurch by “CT Associates”. 
·  The only factory fitted appliance in any of the models that requires 240v to operate is 

the microwave.  All others operate on 12v, LPG, or both. 

 
 
 
Thankyou for taking the time to read this document, if you have any further queries please 
feel free to telephone Dean Hodge on (021) 599 998. 
 



 

Plumbing under the bathroom floor. 
 

 



Black and Grey tank vents. 

 

 
Grey tank manifold 

 



Basin plumbing under the bathroom floor. 

 
 

Shower plumbing under the bathroom floor. 

 



Hot water cylinder plumbing. 

 
 

Plumbing under the kitchen. 

 


